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sunnah, since a valid ij'maf may not be reached in contra-
diction to them.

THIRD AND FOURTH CASES I CONFLICT OF EVIDENCES UN-
EQUAL BY VIRTUE OF A SECONDARY OR AN ESSENTIAL
DIFFERENCE

The inequality may be in the content or in the support
(main wa sanad}. Inequality in the content arises when
the proper sense of a word is contrasted with its meta-
phorical, or the explicit sense is contrasted with the implicit,
etc. Inequality in the support happens when the mash-hur
is compared with the " individual/5 or the report of the
transmitter who is a faqlh is compared with the report of
a transmitter who is not a faqih, or a qiyas which is based
on a cause (fillah) expressly stated in the sources is con-
trasted with one whose cause is only hinted at. In case
of inequality, the stronger evidence is always preferred to
the weaker, for example, the mash-hur to the " individual."
The laws of determining the stronger evidence in each case
have been carefully defined by the doctors in the treatises
on usul-al-Hqh.